with sheets of snowdrops brighrened with
pieials of yellow sconites. As the business
grew, £ atherine became interesied i
widening her callection = she now has 180
varietes, many of which are for sale,

ldenufving each type requines comssderahle
skill and expericnce. The differences berween
some of them are minute,’ says Latherine.
“It can come down to nn more than the size
of o flower, the width of leaves or green
markings mside a flower,”

Ldo%e to the house, “Foxton” snowdrops
apen their petals in an umbrela shape to
reveal delicare green markings: unless vou
were an expert you couldn el Foxoon
apart from a clamp of “Walter Thomson'
with arched, rounded petals and amalar
light-green markings, MNearby is 2 small
plantation of the elegant Galanibus

AF Prmisn Livesi: & TRy, Ises

v Sheown from
the fromt, Cambo
House was built in
LBEL and remains

an Empressive
However, the
Frouncds were
exlablished mach
earlier: Camibo
House's fickdy of
snowdrops reach as
far as the seashore,
crealing a shunning
vista; A beidge takes
visstors fo a wooded
ghen filled with
Gatamthis maaiis
Im thall ‘bl

Sibhersafe, with large double fowers thae
fall gracefully from bright, well-defined
toliage. Flsewhere, a mangular begl by the
saide of the pach on the edge of the woads
15 thickly covensd w ith Lemecomime persmine,
or spring, sowllake, lis imdented Howers
are larger than those of its relanive, the
CHRTFHITR O '-:Imhtrl_l'[".. l:_;..'.'..ll'.'rn:.lu; J.Hl'.]ll.';.
ey all make tor a breathiakmg dspay
.Iltr.u!_'_ late wanter and carly Spring.
Despite evident enthuseasm for this
species that orsginates in southern Eunope
and parts at Western Asia, Cathenine is

surprssd by 8 RSNE INTE0EST N SNOWAops,

'|'|.'|'||!||' will deive for miles o see them,”
she says, She s o exception and has

just rerarned from a snOwaToE day m

Lincalnshire where she lunched with fellow

enithiseasts, or £ i.II.II'|I|'.|I[!|'II||. %, WHO swap

|u;|~hiu|| LOT SN unlill':u| )<

informartion and hulbs. “The currens pagsion
for snowdrops is admost like the Duch nalip
mania i 1630k It a kinel of Cakemilius
fever!" ghe langhs. °I find it amaring chat
people are willing o spend as muach s

25 om @ single rare bulb sixch as the lovely
yellow=marked “Primrose Warbung',” B
perhaps its not so difficult 1o wnderstand
after all when vou know how masch
snenwilraps lift our spirits after the

darkest months of the vear, e

A\ i"\"'."l'- "=|
Cambo House is sitaated seven miles soush
of 51 Andrews on the coastal read and is
open all year round. An honesty box helps
cover garden maimtenance, The gaeden

is well signposied. The best time bo see
the smoadenpes ks tor theee weels during
February, depending on the weather,

Call Cambo House on 01333 450313
far further detadls. Also, a longer walk
following the coaslal path is possible,
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Lovingly cu tm’r y Catherine Erskine, agres of glmm 1s snowdrops blanket

the grounds of Lcm 0 House to create a magical early spring landscape
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